Availability of HIV PEP Starter Packs - information for members  

Since the publication of the revised HIV PEP guidance in Sept 2008, recommending Kaletra and Truvada, concerns have been raised about the short shelf life of starter packs containing Truvada. Unfortunately the manufacturers of Truvada, Gilead, have been unable to provide long term stability data for the drug outside its original container, so pharmacies can only assign a 30-day expiry to a starter pack, or supply the full 28 day original pack of Truvada at initiation of PEP,  both of which are potentially very wasteful.

For these reasons EAGA did also recommend the alternative PEP regimen of Combivir and Kaletra 

ANHOPS and ANHOHNS members may find it helpful to know that the following licensed manufacturing units can supply packed down Truvada- containing PEP starter packs with a 12-month expiry date.

Whipps Cross Hospital Manufacturing Unit, London  Tel 0208 539 5522ext 5917 

Eastbourne Hospital Manufacturing Unit   Tel 01323 414 906 (contact Laurence Brice) 

St Mary’s Pharmaceutical Unit (SMPU) Cardiff  Tel 02920 748120

The London Specialised Commissioning Group (of GU and HIV consortia) is investigating bulk purchase of PEP starter packs to ensure a secure,  standardised supply and an equal cost to all users. OH services outside London may wish to investigate whether their own local or regional HIV and GU services are planning to do the same.
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