Royal Free Hampstead NHS Trust Survey of “exposure prone procedures” by posts within specialty groups 2002
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	Plastic surgery-may be no EPPs

DCR not EP, no orbital surgery at RFH Even in acute trauma cases their fingers should not be hidden, as they are suturing superficially, eg eyelid.

Question raised about artificial rupture of membranes – Plastic hooks not EPP, metal hooks are EPP. Plastic hooks used at RFH

Arterial cutdowns (considered EPP) not done. Skin tunnelling:– technique used not EPP. Local infiltration and pudendal block, which may be EP done by midwives or obstetricians not by anaesthetists.  Regional anaesthesia e.g. spinal/epidural is not EP. 

Critical care posts – tracheal intubation –depends on technique used. Should be able to use a non-EPP technique. 

Procedures 

All A&E doctors and trained nurses would need to be able to participate in EPPs. Would not be possible to limit their activities because of unpredictability and emergency nature of work. A

GPs working in A&E are not expected to undertake EPPs, however they may wish to do so, eg suturing, but this would be their choice, so restrictions could be accommodated.

EP if performing invasive procedures. 

Handling dialysis machines-treat as EP.

Cardiologists inserting permanent pacemakers should be using a non-EP technique. 

Risk of biting  - ?only when putting in and removing guard – infected HCW could ask colleague to do this procedure

Excision of lipomata- rarely EPP

Perianal diathermy for warts not EP

Procedures

Aphoresis (not exposure prone but very similar to renal dialysis). Aphoresis machine observed on ward. Closed system. Blood does not pass through any permanent fixture – all access, egress and flow channels disposable.

Radiologists perform ‘on table’ procedures e.g. endoaortic stent grafting on patients with open wound but fingers and sharp instruments always visible, so not EP. Uterine artery embolisation observed. Access via femoral artery – Non EPP. 

Possible EPPs identified are: insertion of port (incision about 4cm long), and aortic grafts (done in conjunction with vascular surgeons, in Xray suite). Conclusion: Vast majority of radiology procedures are non-EPP. The two mentioned above would be done by consultant with an interest, so we would need to question infected applicant about exact nature of post, and restrict these procedures. NB: interventional radiology is a developing field and so additional EPPs may be introduced
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	Anaesthetic nurses have option to scrub but most choose not to; it is entirely voluntary. Would be no problem employing one who could not do EPPs.

Handling dialysis machines-treat as EP

ITU nursing not considered EP

All A&E trained nurses would need to be able to participate in EPPs. Would not be possible to limit their activities because of unpredictability and emergency nature of work. A&E nurses involved in major trauma cases and undertake suturing of quite major injuries

Question raised about artificial rupture of membranes – Plastic hooks not EPP, metal hooks are EPP. Plastic hooks used at RFH
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	Theatre HCAs non-EPP (never scrub or assist)

Renal unit HCAs treat as EPP
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	+
	ODA/Ps, have option to scrub but most choose not to; it is entirely voluntary. Would be no problem employing one who could not do EPPs.
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