[image: image1.jpg]. NHS Employers

A part of the NHS Confederation
working on behalf of the m




NHS Employers updates Occupational Health Smart Card system

NHS Employers announced today that it will be updating its Occupational Health Smart Card system next month to make it easier for occupational health and human resource teams to keep it up-to-date.

From September 2006 trusts will be able to update Occupational Health Smart Card (OHSC) records on the system without a doctor’s card being present.  This will make it easier for trusts to ensure that central records are completely up-to-date as they will no longer need to rely on the cards being present.  However, doctors will still be able to present their cards to trusts for updating and to view, verify and print out their data.

OHSCs are currently in use across every acute NHS trust in England and Wales.

NHS Employer’s Mary Newsome, OH Policy Lead added: “The upgrade of the OHSC system will result in significant improvements to the way occupational health data is recorded, accessed and transferred within the NHS.  The changes will be a huge bonus to trust operators and will further streamline the system.  We are currently working with the General Medical Council, Connecting for Health and the Electronic Staff Record project teams to ensure that the systems are fully integrated and provide  trusts with the information they require in a secure and practical manner”.

TSSI’s Robert Connor, OHSC Project Manager commented: “The upgrade is planned for September 2006.  To enable trusts and their IT departments to plan for the new version, we will be sending trusts the exact timings for the upgrade and the implications for their organisations shortly.  This upgrade not only offers increased flexibility, but also enables OHSC to become compliant with the NHS National Programme for IT”.

The upgrade of the system is being managed by TSSI Systems Limited who have been commissioned by NHS Employers and the Department of Health to develop, implement and administer the OHSC system within NHS trusts in England and Wales and across all medical schools in England.  
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